
Election Fund for Women Contestants 

 

Viluthu under the UNIFEM funded Project, has provided necessary support and guidance to the 24 
women who contested in the recent Local Government Elections in the Trincomalee district through the 

initiative of few NGOs who were willing to support women in politics. As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, the 

entry of women into politics is as difficult as pushing a camel through the eye of a needle. However the 
women have overcome many hurdles such as non-supportiveness of the political parties, financial 

constraints, political violence, the general attitude of the people questioning the ability of women as ‘what 
the women can do in politics?’ and courageously contested for the very first time in the Local 

Government Elections this year in the districts of North and East. Though the women who contested in 

the last elections have not been successful, the very fact that women from all three ethnic communities 
are prepared to contest in the elections in future, is a step forward and remarkable achievement for 

Viluthu. 

When all the women contestants got together and reviewed their experiences recently, the major 

impediment identified is the financial constraint which affected all of them. It was estimated that each of 
the contestants should have at least Rupees 250,000 to spend at a Local Government Election. Though 

everyone’s expectation is that a democratic process need to be brought in and the poor people should be 
given the opportunity, overcoming this financial constraint remains a major challenge. Viluthu has 

provided very little financial support for the 24 women who contested the recent elections in the 
Trincomalee district. But many had spent from their own savings and loans from financial institutions, for 

their election campaigning. 

In this context Viluthu has come forward to start a process within the community based organizations to 

support the CBOs which wish to help the women contestants in their respective regions by generating an 

‘Election Fund’. Viluthu, a registered organization, would open-up an account with its bank. This account 
would solely operate from the financial support from the CBOs and administered by representatives of 

these CBOs. 

We humbly request such CBOs to contribute at least Rs. 50/- a month. The fund’s remittances by these 

CBOs would be regularly published in the quarterly journal ‘Thalaivi’ of Viluthu. Therefore we request all 
individuals, CBOs and other institutions to support this noble course where women from all three ethnic 

communities committed to fight for justice should be politically empowered. Your financial contributions 
could be credited to the Bank account specified hereunder. 

 


